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BRITAIN’S BEST KEPT SECRET IN HOME ENTERTAINMENT 
 

 

Meridian Audio Ltd, the independent, family-owned, British manufacturer of 

high-end audio and video home entertainment systems, enters a ground-

breaking industry venture with investment consortium ÔMuseÕ.  The alliance 

consolidates Meridian Ð which has been a closely-guarded secret amongst 

discerning cognoscenti desiring the ultimate in home entertainment (DSP8000 

loudspeakers pictured left) Ð as the cream of luxury home entertainment, 

through the association, and brings it into the wider public arena.  

 

Muse is a consortium of investors assembled by movie producer, Arnon 

Milchan, Regency Entertainment (of Pretty Woman, L.A. Confidential and Mr & 

Mrs Smith fame), and includes Swiss luxury goods group RichemontÕs 

subsidiary, Columbus Venture Capital, and the principals of Consolidated 

Press Holdings Limited and Trian Fund Management. 

 

The partnership creates an industry precedent in closely aligning high-end technology with luxury for the first time in the 

history of the premium goods industry.  It provides the perfect platform to further reveal MeridianÕs attributes to a 

discerning class of customers who require the highest possible level of performance at home. From a compact integrated 

audio system to a bespoke home theatre installation, award-winning Meridian systems stand for both exquisite style and 

exceptional performance.  The investment allows Meridian Audio to expand its already-successful product operations into 

new areas, strengthen its development as a world-class marketing organisation and further leverage one of the most 

highly-regarded consumer electronics brands into high-end luxury markets. 

 

Founded in 1977 by audio engineer Bob Stuart and industrial designer Allen Boothroyd, Meridian Audio Limited design 

and manufacture uncompromised home entertainment systems offering the most exceptional performance. 

Headquartered in Huntingdon, near Cambridge, England the companyÕs local modern production facilities are purpose-

built for the manufacturing of the highest quality consumer audio and video products, distributed in 56 countries including 

the UK, USA, Russia and Japan. 

 

 

 

 

-more- 



Meridian is a multi-award winning company gaining much critical and industry acclaim as a world-leader in digital and 

analogue audio reproduction winning 135 awards for 156 products/innovations to date including the coveted British 

Design Council Award for Outstanding British Products an unprecedented three times in addition to many other 

international accolades. 

 
Meridian developed the worldÕs first audiophile CD player, the worldÕs first consumer digital surround controller and the 

Meridian Lossless Packing (MLP) system Ð the technology used to achieve super-quality audio with a longer playing time 

on high-resolution discs like DVD-Audio, Blu-ray Disc and HD-DVD. Meridian is the only UK audio hardware manufacturer 

to be a member of the DVD Forum, the international association of the DVD industry.  The companyÕs optical disc 

players, DSP-based (digital signal processing) loudspeakers and Digital Theatre systems are unique in the industry, 

maintaining a pristine digital audio signal throughout the path from the source to the amplifier, generating advanced 

characteristics that would be impossible with conventional analogue systems.   

 
The company has a long history of partnerships.  As the inventor of MLP, it has partnered with Dolby Laboratories for 

many years.  In 2005, Meridian signed an agreement to license, develop, manufacture and distribute video products 

under the Faroudja brand name. 

 

ÒMeridian has a thirty-year history of successfully developing advanced and highly-regarded audio and video products 

and technologies,Ó says Bob Stuart, Meridian co-founder and Chairman. ÒThe Muse approach is a fantastic next step for 

our enterprise,Ó he went on. ÒAs we discussed the formation of the partnership, we found strong shared values, 

complementary areas of expertise and unique opportunities to further develop our brand. We are honoured that such a 

uniquely talented and powerful group of individuals perceived the special qualities of Meridian and wanted to support our 

activities.Ó 

 

Johann Rupert, Executive Chairman of Richemont adds, ÒI really admire the quality of Meridian's products and the 

dedication of their management and workforce to produce only the very best in terms of audio and video equipment.  The 

company is associated with innovative technology, superior performance and a high level of service.  These factors 

combined with the Muse GroupÕs business experience on a global basis result in an intriguing business venture.  I look 

forward to this exciting opportunity of working with the Muse consortium partners in building the Meridian brand.Ó 

 
ÒMeridian has been Ôthe industryÕs best-kept secretÕ for too long,Ó says Arnon Milchan, Founder of Regency 

Entertainment.  ÒWe recognize the enormous growth potential of the company and can easily envision how the unique 

palette of expertise and support from the Muse group will strengthen MeridianÕs brand, create significant fiscal growth and 

reinforce MeridianÕs core values of superb performance, exceptional quality and innovative design. We wanted to be 

MeridianÕs partners and are excited to be working with them.Ó 

 
Meridian systems and components are available at selected purveyors of luxury hi-fi equipment across the UK and 

around the world.  For stockist details go to www.meridian-audio.com or call 0044 (0) 1480 445 678. 
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EditorÕs notes:  

MeridianÕs key products:  

 

 

Transportable audio system: Meridian F80 is a high-performance digital 

sound system with DVD/CD player and DAB/FM radio, based on powerful 

digital signal processing (DSP) technology. Its electronic heart is surrounded 

by a sturdy, well-damped cabinet, in which each speaker driver has its own 

compartment. Innovative low-resonance, high mass composite materials Ð 

developed in conjunction with Ferrari Ð ensure that the cabinet offers 

excellent dynamic integrity.    

                                                                       RRP £1,495 
 

Speaker: Meridian DSP8000 Digital Active Loudspeaker is designed to reproduce sounds at up to full natural level while 

providing all the resolution required by sources of up to 24bit and 192kHz. Such demanding dynamic resolution called for 

a new approach to cabinet construction and selection of advanced drive unit materials.    

            RRP £28,750 

    

DVD player: 800 Version 4 Reference Optical Disc Player offers the kind of features needed to exploit DVD in a high-

end home theatre, to interface with state-of-the-art digital surround processors and to handle the latest high-quality 

projection and plasma systems, including the high-definition digital video interface standard, HDMI (High Definition 

Multimedia Interface).   Version 4 is the latest incarnation of the 800 Optical Disc Player, which combines new software 

with a modified ÔcoreÕ card complement offering a significant increase in the quality and flexibility of the system.  

                      RRP from £11,525 

 

Surround sound: Meridian G68 Surround Controller (G Series) is a powerful, flexible surround controller with an AM/FM 

tuner built-in, and represents the centre piece of the G Series range, with multiple variants available to suit a wide range 

of applications.  At the heart of the G68 is a powerful DSP engine consisting of five Motorola 56367 processors running at 

150MHz Ð delivering an incredible 750MIPS (million instructions per second.     

RRP from £3,650 

 

Home theatre: Meridian is the exclusive manufacturer and distributor of the prestigious Faroudja brand, a name known 

the world over for superb video processing and precisely optimized high definition projectors.  Today, Faroudja products 

are made in MeridianÕs UK factory.  As a result, the company can offer a complete system Ð not only breathtaking 

surround sound, but vibrant, crystal-clear images too: the Meridian Digital Theatre.  Faroudja deinterlacing and scaling 

technology is also incorporated into Meridian DVD players.     

RRP on application 

 
 
 
 

 
For further information, images or to arrange an interview please contact: 

Zoë Jones, PR Director, Sidhu & Simon Communications 
T. 00 44 (0) 207 491 9900 
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