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G61 Surround Processor offers more for less 

New processor offers Meridian performance at an attractive price point 

 
 

The Bristol Show, UK, February 24, 2006—Inventor of the digital surround processor, UK-based Meridian 

Audio Ltd., has introduced the latest addition to its popular G Series line of players, processors and amplifiers: 

the G61 Digital Surround Processor. 

 

The G61 builds on the technology that went into Meridian’s flagship, ‘AAA-rated’ 861 surround processor, and 

is a development of the successful G68. It is a powerful, flexible surround controller in a compact case 

matching the G Series DVD players, with an attractive price-tag (£2,995 recommended UK retail including 

VAT), making it ideal for those who do not require the comprehensive video and multiroom features, tuner or 

Room Correction software provided in the G68.  

 

At the heart of the G61 is a powerful DSP engine delivering in excess of 500MIPS (million instructions per 

second). Processing is performed at high sample rates and with 48-bit precision throughout. The G61 is thus 

ideal for the very latest in digital audio, such as DVD-Audio and emerging standards. For superior audio quality, 

incoming analogue signals are converted to 24-bit, high-sample-rate digital data via multibit Delta-Sigma 

converters as soon as they enter the processor, and all digital signals are reclocked to minimise jitter and 

maintain total data integrity.  

 

The G61 includes two 6-channel S/PDIF digital inputs (coax), six stereo coax digital inputs and five stereo 

Toslink optical inputs. In addition, there’s a 6-channel analogue input, and five stereo analogue inputs. All the 

inputs are reconfigurable for an incredible degree of flexibility. 

 

The G61 combines controller (preamplifier) and surround processor functions, meeting the latest THX Ultra 2 

specifications and including the latest superb-quality AAC, MPEG, DTS, Dolby, Trifield and Ambisonic 

decoding. Many of the decoders consist almost exclusively of Meridian’s own code, giving them superior 

integration with the Meridian design philosophy, as well as superior performance.  
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The G61’s ‘Smart Source’ feature continually monitors the digital inputs and automatically loads the correct 

decoding software for the format, speaker layout and encoding of the incoming signal. This capability is 

enhanced by MHR SmartLink, which provides a digital link between a Meridian optical disc player and 

processor, carrying explicit information about the nature of the datastream as well as encrypted high-resolution 

digital signals from DVD-Audio – the first system of its kind to be approved.  

 

You can also store separate user parameters for each source (such as DVD) depending on whether the 

incoming signal is stereo or surround, so that any source material is played with the DSP mode of your choice. 

 

The G61 features eight analogue outputs for front, rear, centre and sub connections, plus two additional 

outputs for other applications. Ten digital surround outputs are provided, including front, rear, side, centre/sub 

and again include an additional configurable output pair. 

 

The G61 can be configured with a powerful Windows graphical set-up application (downloadable from the 

Meridian web site), which allows access to all the unit’s functions and configuration. However, the G61 can 

also be configured extensively from the front panel, thanks to the comprehensive ‘soft-key’ based user 

interface which is common to all the G Series components. ‘Wizards’ lead you through the configuration 

procedure, allowing a powerful degree of customization without having to hook up a computer.  The G61’s 

firmware can be updated via serial link with files downloaded from the Meridian web site.  

 

The G61 is an ideal complement to Meridian’s other G Series products, which include CD and DVD players, 

preamplifiers and power amplifiers, and the company’s unique DSP Loudspeakers. This separate component 

surround processor can also be integrated into any enthusiast’s existing high-end audio system as they 

upgrade from two channel to multichannel sound. The UK retail price is £2,995 and the G61 is available now. 
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G91A – A complete DVD system in one 

Enhanced G91A DVD-Audio/Video Player/Controller/Tuner now offers class-leading 1080p video scaling 

and multichannel analogue outputs in addition to digital audio outputs 
 

The Bristol Show, UK, February 24, 2006—The G91 has become one of the most popular 

members of the G Series of audio/video components from leading British manufacturer 

Meridian Audio, and it is now set to become even more popular, with the release of the 

G91A, an enhanced version of the DVD-Audio/Video Player/Controller/Tuner which adds a 

full set of analogue surround outputs in addition to the digital complement provided on the 

original unit.  

 

The G91A is not simply a fully featured CD/DVD-Audio/Video player. It is, in fact, one of the 

most versatile members of the G Series line, because it includes complete 

tuner/preamplifier/controller capability with both analogue and digital inputs – and outputs for 

direct connection to Meridian DSP Loudspeakers and/or conventional power amplifiers with 

passive loudspeakers to create a complete stereo or – thanks to built-in surround decoding 

for Dolby Digital, DTS and DVD-Audio – a complete 5.1 system. Thus the G91A can rightly 

be called the heart of an audio or home theatre setup: just add powered speakers. 

 

As a controller (Meridian’s term for a preamplifier) the G91A offers three stereo analogue 

inputs, two coax digital and two optical digital inputs, allowing virtually any external audio 

source to be connected. It also offers three S-video inputs, two composite video inputs and 

an external component video input, so devices such as satellite receivers with high-definition 

video and digital audio interfaces can be connected. An internal video processor converts 

video input signals to all three formats plus HDMI, allowing a single connection to the display 

at the highest resolution it will support. And now, with enhanced video firmware (free of 

charge for owners of current Meridian DVD players: availability TBA) it can output 

full-bandwidth high-resolution video at 1080p. 

 

The G91A, like its predecessor, offers surround digital (3 x S/PDIF) with MHR (Meridian 

High Resolution) capability – providing a direct digital link from high-resolution source 
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material, such as DVD-Audio, to Meridian DSP loudspeakers. Thus a high fidelity stereo 

system could consist of no more than a G91A and a pair of Meridian DSP Loudspeakers, 

driven from the G91A’s digital preamp output. A surround system can be built from the G91A 

and a complete set of digital loudspeakers in 5.1 configuration – L/R front, L/R surround, 

centre/sub. Alternatively, the G91A boasts a full complement of multichannel analogue 

outputs, which can be used to drive analogue active speakers, or the user’s choice of power 

amplifiers and conventional passive loudspeakers. 

 

The standard version of the G91A includes a sensitive AM/FM tuner, while an FM/DAB 

version (the G91A-DAB) is also available. 

 

There is no question that the G91A is a versatile member of the multi-award-winning G 

Series range – and, in keeping with the Meridian traditional design excellence, it offers 

superior audio and image quality. The G91A replaces its predecessor, the G91, at the same 

price-point: £3,895 (UK retail) for the model featuring AM/FM tuner and £4,250 for the 

DAB/FM version. 
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New active analogue speaker from Meridian 

M3100 offers power and performance in a compact package 
 

The Bristol Show, UK, February 24, 2006—In addition to inventing the DSP loudspeaker almost 

20 years ago, Meridian was also a pioneer in active analogue loudspeaker development. 

The M3100 from Meridian represents a new benchmark in the development of compact, 

high-performance active loudspeakers.  

 

The M3100 active analogue loudspeaker and its DSP counterpart, the DSP3100, are 

designed for use as bookshelf or stand-mounted loudspeakers. Specially designed 

aluminium stands are available that may be sand-filled for maximum stability and to 

minimize any impact on sound quality. The vertical units also include universal wall bracket 

mountings for additional flexibility in location. The horizontal centre unit is magnetically 

shielded.  

 

M3100s are tonally similar to other Meridian loudspeakers and as a result they are ideal for 

use, for example, as surrounds in a Meridian system. They are equally suited for use in a 

smaller stand-alone system in a study or bedroom, and can be used as second zone 

speakers in a Meridian multi-room environment. The M3100 includes switched balanced and 

unbalanced inputs, allowing them to be used as high-end computer loudspeakers. 

 

Extremely accurate characteristics make the M3100 eminently suitable for studio monitoring 

applications, particularly as a near-field or surround monitor in recording and mastering 

facilities. 

 

The M3100’s distinctive cabinet is made from braced wood with piano-lacquered ends and 

aluminium side-panels bonded for rigidity. The 3100 offers extremely low coloration, and this 

is partially a result of this cabinet construction. Wood tends to vibrate at lower frequencies, 

where aluminium is very stable; conversely, aluminium tends to resonate at higher 

frequencies while wood does not. Combining the two by bonding them together tends to 
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cancel out vibration across the range. The cabinet is further damped with bitumen, leading 

to an enclosure that is exceedingly dead. 

 

Cosmetic finishes available are black or silver, matching Meridian’s G Series components 

(bead-blasted, brightened and anodised). The vertical units feature a 2-way rear-ported 

enclosure, while the horizontal centre is a 2½-way closed box design. Featuring 

high-efficiency long-throw 6in (160mm) (vertical model) or dual 5 ¼ in (120mm) (horizontal 

model) bass drivers with doped carbon fibre cones and cast alloy baskets, the M3100 also 

includes a very high quality 1in (25mm) Meridian piston treble drive unit with doped fabric 

dome. The drivers are powered directly by independent high power, low feedback amplifiers 

fed from an audiophile-grade power supply with a substantial toroidal transformer.  

 

The M3100 will be available from March 2006. UK retail prices are £1,845 per pair for the 

vertical version and £1,225 for the horizontal centre version, the M3100HC. Stands for the 

vertical version are £330 per pair and are also available for the centre unit. 
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